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President’s note

http://kansas.apwa.net/

I hope that everyone is safe and well, adapting to the “new normal” of life. None of us had planned that we 
would be operating in a worldwide pandemic this year. In talking with our Chapter members and public works 
colleagues across the country, we are all finding ways to continue providing the essential services needed to keep 
our communities going. That’s what we do as Public Works professionals – collaborate with our teams, solve 
problems, and make our communities better.

Your Board of Directors has taken those same actions over the recent months for our Chapter, from continuing 
work on the Chapter Strategic Plan to addressing the cancelation of the Mid-Am Expo and PWX. Like many of 
you, the Board adapted to Zoom meetings and kept up with chapter business. This change to online meetings is 
a positive step that will likely continue after the pandemic subsides. Our Chapter held our first virtual Town Hall 
Meeting on June 12. KDOT’s State Transportation Engineer, Burt Morey provided an overview of the recently 
passed Eisenhower Transportation Legacy program. The meeting was well attended and the board received a lot 
of positive feedback. I want to say a special thanks to the planning committee of Rob Ott, Brett Letkowski, Michael 
Heigert, and Emily Wilder for working hard to make the virtual meeting a success.

Included with the virtual meeting was a chance to dialogue with colleagues, similar to our in-person roundtables. 
We learned a lot from each other and heard from APWA National President Elect – Stan Brown. Stan shared 
with us updates on COVID response resources for APWA members. You can find the information on COVID-19 
resources from APWA National at the following link: https://www.apwa.net/MyApwa/Apwa_Public/Coronavirus_
and_the_Public_Works_Community.aspx

Included on that page is this link for members to join an APWA discussion board on COVID-19 related information. 
http://infonow.apwa.net/COVID-19. 

In closing, I appreciate the resiliency of our members and the efforts they have made to keep services going during 
this pandemic. Keep up the good work!

GREETINGS FROM THE APWA 
OF KANSAS EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Photos from the APWA VirtuAl meeting



LTAP GRADUATES:
• Road Scholar Level 1, Technical Skills Program: Jimmy Denton, City of Bonner Springs
• Road Scholar Level 2, Supervisory Skills Program: Jeff Roether, City of Junction City; Dan Fehling, City of Ottawa; Ryan  
 Sink, City of Ottawa; Douglas “DJ” Welsh, City of Ottawa

2020 APWA KAnsAs ChAPter AWArds 

PROJECT OF THE YEAR - 
SMALL CITY/RURAL COUNTY - TRANSPORTATION

• Project Name: Salina Downtown Streetscape
• Managing Agency: City of Salina
• Consultant: HDR
• Contractor: Smokey Hill

PROJECT OF THE YEAR - 
SMALL CITY/RURAL COUNTY - STRUCTURES

• Project Name: Sam Binter Tennis Complex
• Managing Agency: City of El Dorado
• Consultant: Professional Engineering Consultants, P.A.
• Contractor: MULTICON | Design/Build Construction Co.

PROJECT OF THE YEAR - 
STRUCTURES - LESS THAN $5 MILLION

• Project Name: Clark County State Fishing Lake
• Managing Agency: Kansas Department of Wildlife,              
 Parks & Tourism
• Consultant: Schwab Eaton
• Contractor: Dondlinger Construction

PROJECT OF THE YEAR - TRANSPORTATION - 
$5 MILLION BUT LESS THAN $25 MILLION

• Project Name: 19th Street Reconstruction from Iowa  
 Street to Naismith Drive and Pedestrian Tunnels   
 under 19th and Iowa Streets
• Managing Agency: City of Lawrence
• Consultant: Professional Engineering Consultants,  
 P.A.
• Contractor: RD Johnson Excavating Company, Inc.

PROJECT OF THE YEAR - 
TRANSPORTATION - MORE THAN $75 MILLION

• Project Name: I-235 and US-54/400 (Kellogg) Red Project
• Managing Agencies: KDOT, Sedgwick County and City of Wichita
• Consultant: TranSystems Corporation
• Contractor: Dondlinger Construction



sAVe the dAte

VirtuAl WorKshoP AnnounCement

2020 APWA KAnsAs ChAPter’s AnnuAl fAll Business meeting And 
eleCtion of offiCers

Date: Friday, October 9, 2020 
Time: 9:30am - 3:00pm
Location: Farm Credit Building
    245 N. Waco St., Wichita, Kansas 67202

All current and future APWA Members are invited! 

Presentations on Interesting Topics: 
• Eisenhower Legacy Transportation Program 
• APWA National Technical Committees 
• COVID-19 Lessons Learned 
• Special Project Presentations 

More Presenters needed! 

2020 Call for Presentations - Open July 6 to August 10, 2020

The 2020 APWA Kansas Chapter is seek exciting and thought-provoking presentations in line with our 
organization member’s interests. The program committee encourages proposals from a diverse array of 
organizational and individual leaders with different perspectives, including employers and practitioner from the 
public and private sectors, research centers, and training and certification providers.
Special consideration will be given to proposal that share best practices, multidisciplinary and cross-sector 
solutions and success stories. Presentation proposal are due by August 10, 2020. We are looking to fill four 
to five different time slots on the one day conference in Wichita on October 9, 2020. There will be no cost to 
presenters for attendance and food for the day. We only ask that you travel to Wichita to make the presentation 
on the day of the conference. Presentation time slots are approximately 30 to 45 minutes in length.
If you believe that you have something that would educate and inspire our member of the Kansas Chapter 
please contact Robert K. Ott, (ott@cityofmhk.com) with a simple email, with the title of your topic and few 
sentences about presentation will suffice as you proposal to the organization.

From Emily Wilder

City Government 101
This workshop offers front-line employees a practical primer on county/city government to enhance understanding of what influences 
and shapes their day-to-day jobs. The workshop will also enhance participants’ skills in educating citizens about government services. 
Because the information is valuable to anyone serving in local government, persons with other levels and types of responsibilities are 
welcome to attend.
NOTE: This courses applies toward completion of Level 1 Roads Scholar program.  You will take either County Government 101 OR 
City Government 101. 
Instructor: Trey Cocking, League of Kansas Municipalities Deputy Director
• When Jul 23, 2020 from 01:00 PM to 04:00 PM (America/Chicago / UTC-500) 
• Where Virtual Zoom Meeting 
• Contact Name Kim Qualls 
• Contact Phone 785-213-4717 (Cell)
• Web Visit external website 
• Add event to calendar  iCal 
• Cost $65
Please contact: Kim Qualls, Kansas Association of Counties Education and Communications Manager for questions regarding class 
registration, class details, etc.



An uPdAte from the KAnsAs loCAl teChniCAl AssistAnCe 
ProgrAm (ltAP) ABout trAining And ProgrAms

By Emily Wilder, Kansas LTAP 
 
We are all facing an uncertain and difficult time as we respond to the challenges presented by COVID-19. 
Kansas LTAP is dedicated to providing support, high quality training, and technical assistance to public 
works agencies as they adjust to new limitations and challenges in their work. We will continue to adapt 
our services to best meet your needs as guidelines surrounding COVID-19 are updated. Below are current 
opportunities for online training, if we can be of assistance in any other way please contact kutc_training@
ku.edu. 
Stay safe, sane, and hopeful.  

Online Training Resources 
ADA Online Prerequisite Webinar 
KS LTAP is teaming up with FHWA to provide in-person ADA training to local agencies this fall (hopefully). 
In order to be eligible to attend the in-person training, please watch the 23 minute video by New Jersey 
LTAP titled, “ADA Basic Requirements, Self-Evaluations and Transition Plans for Public Right-of-Way,” 
and take a short knowledge check. A score of 80% on the knowledge check will satisfy the prerequisite for 
the ADA training to be conducted in fall of 2020. You may take the test multiple times. 

Upcoming Live Webinars 
There are many free, or low-cost, webinars hosted by other LTAP centers, the Center for Local Aid Support, 
FHWA, and other transportation agencies. KS LTAP has done the searching for you! Click here to view 
our calendar of upcoming live webinars hosted by other agencies. Updates are made periodically so be 
sure to check regularly.  

Online Training Available 24/7 
KS LTAP has compiled over 950 free, or low-cost, training webinars that are available on-demand, 24/7. 
These webinars cover a variety of topics including: construction, maintenance, safety, management, 
environmental, employee development, pavement, and more! Click here to download our searchable 
spreadsheet. 

Technology Tutorials 
New to e-learning? KS LTAP has compiled training videos on common software applications used for 
virtual training. You can view the full list of tutorials here. If you don’t see what you need, please contact 
us at kutc_training@ku.edu. 
 
Kansas LTAP Newsletter – Spring 2020 
 
About Emily Wilder: Emily is the Associate Director for Business Operations at the University of Kansas 
Transportation Center. In addition to managing day-to-day operations for the center, she is also the Kansas 
Local Technical Assistance Program Director (LTAP), the National LTAP Association’s (NLTAPA) Liaison 
to the American Public Works Association, and co-chair for the NLTAPA Partnership Workgroup. Emily 
holds a M.S. in Management and Leadership and is in the process of becoming a Teacher with the Kansas 
Leadership Center. She uses her education and experience to develop and teach soft skill courses on 
leadership, management, conflict resolution, and communication.



By the numBers

memBershiP rePort
By Michael Heigert, PE

257 Members (as of June 2020)

34 New members joined in 2019

2.3%Since June 2019, membership is down

treAsurer’s rePort
By Dan Stack, PE

June 15, 2020 account balances:

Sunflower Checking account: $43,675.03
Sunflower CD: $14,259.46

$179,370.83Merrill Lynch Scholarship account: 

And the Winners of the drAWing At the end of our 
VirtuAl toWn hAll meeting on June 12th Just for 

PArtiCiPAting Were:

Jeff Hancock, SMH Consultants

Dan Hanover, City of Topeka

Russ Tomevi, Retired, Formerly with the 
City of Winfield

A Big “thAnK you” to 
All Who Attended!


