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PRESIDENT’S NOTE
In looking forward to the remainder of 2021, save the dates below for upcoming events 
as you plan out your future calendar for this year to further learn and explore solutions 
for your organization.

We have some great topics/presentation for the fall meeting, so sign up here: kansas.
apwa.net/EventDetails/27029. We have presentations on Turner Diagonal Interchange 
Project, City of Topeka Transition on snow and ice operations, Roundabout versus 
Traffic Signal, USACE Levee Project in Manhattan and then Hays Northwest Bypass 
and I-70 Interchange project all lined up for the fall meeting. More information about the 
fall meeting, including the schedule, can be found on page two of this newsletter.

These are some great local training and networking opportunities offered by APWA. 
Visit apwa.net to tap into all the resources at your disposal. If you have any questions 
about APWA or would like to get more involved with your APWA Chapter, contact me at 
ott@cityofmhk.com or call 785-587-2415.

    ROBERT K. OTT, P.E.
    APWA KANSAS CHAPTER PRESIDENT

KS APWA Fall Meeting
Topeka, KS
(In-Person Meeting)
kansas.apwa.net
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APWA KANSAS CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP TOTALS
As of September 2021, the APWA Kansas Chapter has a total of 250 total members, seven delinquent members, and three group 
vacancies.
WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!
Please join us in welcoming the newest members to the APWA Kansas Chapter!

 Angela Buzard - City of Lawrence Lance Forgy - Pottawatomie County
 Mark Havenstein - Pottawatomie County Tyler Patterson - City of Garden City
 Mike Perkins - Kansas LTAP Jesse Pohlmann
 Janell Ralph - Pottawatomie County Anthony Shuler - City of Lawrence

Emily Wilder - Kansas LTAP
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SAVE THE DATE!

OCT.
8

Roundtable Meeting
Hutchinson, KS
(Hybrid Meeting)
kansas.apwa.net

NOV.
5

WEBSITE UPDATES
We’ve made some updates to the Kansas 
APWA website! If you have ideas for the 
website, please share them with Karla 
Waters (kwaters@schwab-eaton.com).

kansas.apwa.net
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FALL CHAPTER MEETING
Date: Friday, October 8, 2021
Time: 9:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Location: Spring Hill Suites by Marriott
 2745 SW Fairlawn Road
 Topeka, Kansas 66614

The format of the meeting will be casual and interactive. Please enjoy this opportunity to network with colleagues, share your 
challenges and successes, and gather ideas, information, and energy from this professional development opportunity. APWA 
Members are encouraged to register and bring non-members. Registration by credit card is available at kansas.apwa.net/.

Registration fees are $40 per person. Registration Deadline: Noon, Monday, October 4, 2021.

9:30 - 10 a.m. Pre-meeting break (coffee & snacks)

10 - 10:30 a.m. Annual Fall Business Meeting (Committee Reports and Election of Officers)
  Robert K. Ott, P.E., Chapter President

10:30 - 11:20 a.m. Turner Diagonal Interchange Project
  David Jacobson (KTA) - Director of Engineering
  Sara Shafer, UG (United Government of Kansas City, KS and Wyandotte Co.)
  Chris Bruntz, FHWA
  Bob Miller, TranSystems Corporation
  Jason Van Nice, KDOT

11:20 - 11:50 a.m. The City of Topeka Winter Maintenance Transition from Traditional Plow and Salting 
 Operations to a Pre-Treating, Plowing and Salting Operations.
  James Jackson (Director of Public Works, Topeka)

11:55 a.m. - 12:25 p.m. Roundabout vs. Traffic Signal
  Brian Armstrong (B&W)
  Jason Sommerer (B&W)

12:30 - 1:20 p.m. Lunch - Box Lunch to be Provided

1:25 - 2:10 p.m. City of Manhattan - Levee Improvement Project
  Bill Heatherman (MHK)

2:15 - 2:50 p.m. Hays Northwest Bypass and I-70 Interchange Improvements
  Jon Marburger (JEO), Buck Driggs (Driggs Design Group)

2:50 - 3 p.m. Gift Certificate Drawing/Dismissal

http://kansas.apwa.net/
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Samantha Anderson

APWA SCHOLARSHIPS
Good news!  We were able to award four scholarships for the coming 2021-2022 Academic Year.  I’ll admit I was a little worried we 
wouldn’t have enough applicants to fill all four slots but, true to the college student mentality, the last minute is plenty of time to get 
something submitted.  Please allow me to introduce our recipients: 

Returning for her second year as a scholarship recipient, Ms. Samantha Anderson will be a senior and finishing up her Civil 
Engineering degree at Kansas State University.  A well-rounded student, Samantha is very active on campus and has won numerous 
awards in both academia and extra-curricular activities.  Her volunteer efforts have made positive impacts both on campus and off 
through ASCE and SWE.  Her experience in the public works realm includes an internship with WSP where she began developing 
an interest in traffic engineering.  She one day hopes to be a City Engineer.  

Our second recipient from Kansas State University is Ms. Quinn Underwood.  Quinn will be returning as a junior for the next school 
year.  Always a busy student, Quinn is involved with several organizations on campus and has a unique perspective in the field of 
engineering through her work experience in the construction and demolition arena.  Mr. Burt Morey provided an excellent letter of 
reference for Ms. Underwood and we’re happy to add her name to our ever-growing list of scholarship recipients. 

Heading east on I-70, Sydney Crandall, a senior at the University of Kansas, joins our talented pool of recipients.  Sydney is no 
stranger to hard work and has held various positions both on and off campus.  Ms. Crandall is able to wear many hats and maintain 
an outstanding GPA throughout her college career.  While I don’t know any of these students personally, her long list of activities, 
awards, and employment history suggests she is a well-organized leader among her peers. 

To round out our top four for the 2021-2022 Academic year, Ms. Virginia Werth, a senior at the University of Kansas, completes our 
list of recipients.  Virginia is covering all college expenses on her own – either through work, grants, or scholarships.  There is no 
question Ms. Werth will do what it takes to succeed and is well deserving of our scholarship. 

Congratulations to all four students.  We will disburse $1,000 to each in the fall and again at the start of the second semester.

Quinn Underwood Sydney Crandall Virginia Werth
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SCENES & STORIES FROM PWX 2021 IN ST. LOUIS

“My favorite session was on 5G. It’s going to be a lot of work 

for communities to deal with, especially with the radiation con-

cerns from the public.” - Dan Stack, Salina

For me, the best session was “Public Works from Home”.  It wasn’t just about dealing with daily public works issues while teleworking, but was about being prepared better in the future for being able to telework on short no-tice, like during a major disaster, and some of the things learned from the past year.  It mentioned a lot of things that we all learned, but also talked more about “leading” while teleworking…which is, in my opinion, a step or two above just operating while telework-ing.  It was the last breakout session of the conference, and glad I made the effort to attend! -Tod Salfrank, KDOT

Photo by Tod Salfrank


